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Greetings

I had the pleasure of opening the “World Amateur Orchestra Festival in Shizuoka” which took
place. this year, at the “Marina” Hall, in Shimizu's Cultural Center from August 17 to August 19. The
festival is an annual event organized by JAO (The Federation of Japan Amateur Orchestras Corp), and
this year was its 40th edition. As the result of cooperation from WFAO staff members, this year we
invited as many as 100 participants proceeding from 17 different countries. As members of amateur
orchestras in Japan, both youngsters and adults, as well as choir singers attending, we can boast the
participation of more than 600 musicians, which raises the scale of this festival to an unprecedented
level. I want to express my utmost gratitude to the Shimizu Philharmony Orchestra and to all those
who have not spared any effort to organize this exceptional event.

Very special thanks go to Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado for Her gracious presence at
the ceremony and for Her warm words that were such a powerful stimulus to all of us.

The theme of the World Youth Orchestra Forum is “Young People's Dreams for a Beautiful Future-
A World Symphony” and the Forum that will count on the presence of representatives from Taiwan,
Germany, India, Japan and the Philippines is an exceptional opportunity for all. The Commissioner of
the Cultural Agency of Japan, Seiichi Kondo, who also honored us with his presence, said that in all
his years of experience in the Foreign Service he had never attended a more interesting meeting.

The standing ovation and applause at the end of the main concert event which program included
performances by three orchestras (Youth Orchestra, Adult Orchestra A and Adult Orchestra B) cannot
easily be forgotten. It is all the more admirable if we consider that the performers came together only
two and a half days before the event and played alongside musicians they had never met before. This
left no doubt, indeed, that “Music is an International Common Language”

A full record of the Festival and the contents of the Youth Forum are being prepared.

To overcome the racial and national barriers through such events is the apex of international
exchanges and a source of great joy for everyone involved

I will continue to strive to deepen international exchanges between orchestras on a worldwide

level. The complete record of this event will soon be available.

The Federation of Japan Amateur Orchestras Corp. (JAO)
NPO World Amateur Orchestra Federation

Nobuo Kamino, President
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PROGRAM
1. Opening Message  Naoki Matsuguchi (NPO WFAO)

2. Presentation by the representatives of each country

Taiwan Chiawei Chang Germany Johanna Rudiger
India Shalom Palkhivala Phillipines Bernice Go
Japan Emina Ogawa

3. Presentation of the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq by Zuhal Mohammed (Video message)

N

. Presentation of the Venezuelan Youth Orchestra activities

by His Excellency Seiko Ishikawa, Ambassador of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
. Performance by members of the Venezuelan Youth Orchestra
. About the Second Asian Orchestra Festival (Korea)

. Joint Declaration (Four Languages: Japanese, English, Korean and Chinese)
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. All participants sing " ft's a small world J
9. Comments by David Ramael (U.S.A) Chairperson of WFAO
10. Comments by Seiichi Kondo Commissioner for Cultural Affairs

11. Words by Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado
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I wish, first of all, to thank Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado and the Head of the Japanese
Government Cultural Division for their presence. I also want to express my sincere gratitude to all the
foreign guests and representatives for their attendance today.

Dear participants to the World Festival of Amateur Orchestras, thank you for being here today.

The main concert of this Festival is now only hours away and it is an enormous stimulus for us to see all of
you coming from so far to participate in this memorable event.

The representatives from foreign countries who are attending this Forum are not only informing us
about orchestral activities in their own country but are making new friends and help us build new dreams for
the future. Although languages, culture, races and creeds differ from country to country, we all share the
same passion for music. This is especially true for symphonic music and participation in an orchestra where
the symbols and notes written on the staffs transcend the common language barriers. I believe that all the
participants to this forum will renew their dreams as well as their motivation for the future of orchestra
playing. Information about what happens in other countries will also help us renew our goals, stimulate our
interest and contribute to international cooperation.

We, human beings, greatly contribute to create our environment and in these times of rapid and violent
changes, information sharing and IT revolution, our mutual cooperation has, and the sharing or our dreams
has become, in a sense, easier become easier. We can nowadays transcend the physical distances that have
separated us up to now. I strongly believe that to share music with friends, beyond national barriers, makes
it shine ever more brightly. I pray that our meeting today will be fruitful as well as an important stimulus for
all of us.

Naoki Matsuguchi (NPO WFAO-Youth section)
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Jungli Youth Orchestra

Dear Your Imperial Highness,
Princess Takamado, distinguished guests
and ladies and gentlemen, good morning.
My name is Chia—Wei Chang from Taiwan.
I am very honored to share about our
orchestra activities and myself this

morning.

Our young generation has much energy and passion for what we prefer to do. For instance, a
seventeen—year—old girl established a national orchestra in Iraq four years ago. Her name is Zuhal Sultan
who we met during the Asian Orchestra Festival in Fukuoka last year. She is unfortunately not able to be
with us this morning, but you can listen to what the young generation has been doing by video later. To not
have any misunderstandings going on, I would like to tell you that I sincerely respect what our elder
generation has done for us.

As well as the fact that Zuhal is a pianist and also runs the orchestra. I am also a pianist and a
chairman of an orchestra association, but not an orchestra player like Bernice, Johanna, Shalom and Emina
those who will be sharing with us following me.

Before talking about what I am doing in Taiwan, I would like to mention the situation of amateur
orchestras in Taiwan. It is quite different between your countries and ours. We have a lot of school
orchestras but very few so—called public amateur youth orchestras. In China, there are a lot of Youth Centers,
the so called “Xiao Nain Gon (“D#E),” which provide educational activities for youth. Orchestra, band,
and Chinese folk ensemble are all involved; however, we do not have such a governmental system in Taiwan.
In Singapore, as we know, there is a very sophisticated national youth orchestra, but we do not have that
either. Because of this situation in Taiwan, apart from school orchestras, it is not easy to establish a public
amateur orchestra unless the orchestra provides a different purpose which music lovers will find attractive
among young people and their parents, who are facing competitive entrance examinations.

Even so why did I think to establish a youth orchestra in Taiwan? Three years ago when I went to play
the piano with an orchestra in India, I met Ms. Jini Dinshaw who had run the orchestra for 47 years. [ was
sincerely impressed with how she has devoted herself to orchestra activities. Through meeting her in India,
I learned the most important attitudes for a musician: that is passion and joy! Ms. Jini Dinshaw is with us
this morning, Could you please stand up? Thank you for giving me such encouragement. Please be seated.
Also 1 have another person who greatly influenced me. He used to say that “Our target must be normal
children around the streets, not genius boys and girls, because normal children become the general public
and also cultural foundation in our country.” I had known him only for 4 years but I cannot forget that he
conducted the Toyota Youth Orchestra on the first day of their rehearsal in 2009. During his rehearsal of



Symphony No.1 “Der Titan,” I felt he wished those young people to be the titan of our society in the future.
Who is he? As you must know, he was former chairman of JAO and WFAO, Mr. Morishita.

You can see pictures on the screen. The orchestra is divided into three groups: Youth Orchestra,
Junior String Ensemble, and Children’s String Ensemble. We often perform together, three orchestras in
one, so it is good for our members to help the others and make friends among the different ages. Another
characteristic is that we invite a professional musician to collaborate with the orchestra every time we hold
a concert. The guest musicians show our young musicians not only professional skills, but also good
manners and a strong passion for music. Also, we are promoting classical music in our society through media,
outside concerts and so on. For the concert for this coming new year, we will invite Mr. Kaoru Kondo who
is the concert master of Kyushu Symphony Orchestra in Japan and also the instructor of TYOC. He trained
our participants from Taiwan.

Passion, joy, and dreams are necessary for orchestra activities. But as I am the chairman and also the
public relations for the orchestra, [ have found one more. That is money! I am always facing difficulties
between the ideal and reality. [ believe that each of the directors of an orchestra must also be facing
difficulties to raise funds for running orchestra activities. At the same time, we must redouble efforts for
raising the degree of familiarity not only before the government, but also in the public’s eye. If some of you
know any silver bullet for these difficulties, please let me know after the meeting.

Finally, as we are a WFAO member, [ appreciate that you have already given a lot of opportunities such
as TYOC, the Asian Orchestra Festival last year, and the World Orchestra Festival this year. I believe the
role of WFAO is indispensable to the success
of orchestra activities on a global scale just
like the Olympic Games in London. I would like
to conclude my speech by seeking my dream
with the words of Mr. Morishita. “Orchestra
activities are just like a sequence of ‘service’
and ‘self-sacrifice.” The time will surely come
that young people will be interested friends in
the world and begin to go around the earth like
a jet stream. Then our world map will be dyed
with the color of friends.”

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Johanna Rudiger (Germany)
ISV IVEREZREM

Erlanger Kammer Orchestera

When [ was fifteen years old my mother
asked me whether I wanted to join her and
the orchestra she was playing in. I was

thrilled because it was the first time [ was
allowed to play with experienced amateur musicians.

The great thing about the Erlanger chamber orchestra is that from15 to 89 everyone is welcome, as
long as he or she knows how to handle an instrument well enough. Professionals and amateurs join together
to make the music they enjoy. The EKO has a vivid exchange with it’s partner orchestra’s in Russia, France
and Sweden.



When I moved to Leipzig last September, I still was filled with the thrilling experiences of my first visit
to Japan last year. [ was still unconsciously singing parts of Aram Khachaturian’s Masquerade, the piece
the youth orchestra performed in Fukuoka.

That’s why one of the first things for me to do after arriving in Leipzig was for me to look for people to share
that enjoyment of music with.

That’s when I joined the Leipzig University’s orchestra. What I think is special about this Orchestra is,
that it is completely autonomously organized by the students. We do have a managing committee but
everybody hast to contribute not only by practicing but also by helping with advertisement and organization.
Furthermore there is no fixed assigned conductor but every year different applicants will rehearse with us
and afterwards we decide whether we want the current conductor to stay or choose a new one.

Our current conductor is percussionist at the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. He is not only a great
musician but also a friend to us. He believes that bonds between orchestra members, be it among the
players or between the orchestra and its conductor, are reflected in their music.

I love this orchestra because music students, doctors to be,
chemistry and French students work together.

I love for the fun we have on our weekend of rehearsal. Some
pictures of our to Briissel and northern France. After rehearsal we
often meet up in a pub or someone organises a party by the lake on
sunny days.It really has become something like a family to me.

Somewhere I can get my mind off my studies and simply enjoy all
these different people and the music we make together.
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Shalom Palkhivala (India)
RS BRA—7TALS
Bombay Chamber Orchestra

One of the most enjoyable ways for me
to spend a Sunday morning is at a rehearsal
with the Bombay Chamber Orchestra. For
the last three years [ have played with this
orchestra - first in the percussion section,
then with the strings. I started with Orff
music lessons with the founder of our orchestra and my music teacher, Ms Jini Dinshaw. Then I learned the
violin and began playing in the second violins. Now I also play the viola.

We start rehearsing for a concert every Sunday, and a few weeks before the concert, there are early
morning rehearsals every day at seven o’ clock! The BCO is an amateur orchestra, and members are often
students, like me, or working people who must travel long distances to attend these early morning
rehearsals, before going to work or to school. However, the BCO also invites professional musicians from
abroad, as well as guest conductors, often from Japan, to participate in concerts. These rehearsals pay off
finally, and we are always excited when, after all those weeks of practicing, the concert day arrives!

Our city, Mumbai, does not have a school of music. Those cities in India which have music schools
have not produced an Indian orchestra. Despite enormous financial problems, the BCO has pursued what it
set out to do: it has given India a truly Indian orchestra. This has only been possible with the unceasing
dedication of orchestral members and the unwavering support and guidance of our founder, Ms Jini Dinshaw.
In addition to performing around four concerts a year, the Bombay Chamber Orchestra Society fills in the
gap left by the lack of music schools in Mumbai. The BCO offers training to students interested in playing
orchestral instruments, and also loans expensive instruments to students.

This year is a very exciting and important milestone for the BCO: it is the BCO’ s fiftieth year anniversary,



and [ am really happy to be part of it.

This Orchestral Festival will be quite different from a concert in India. I will meet many new people and
play together with musicians from around the world. I’ve been looking forward to performing in a new
country, and getting to know a new culture. In contrast to concerts back in Mumbai, where we have an
Indian orchestra, this orchestra is going to be a truly international one.

It is an honour for me to be here in Japan and perform with this orchestra!
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Bernice Elaine Uy Go (Philippines)
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University of the Philippines Orchestra

Good morning, your Imperial Highness Princess
Takamado, and all my fellow participating musicians.

Ever since I was young, I wanted to learn the violin.
Looking back, maybe it was just because my two older sisters
both played the piano, and I wanted to be different. But whatever the reason, I was sure I wanted the violin,
and nothing else. It wasn’t until [ was thirteen when I finally started, but I was only too happy when the
moment arrived. At that time, I was happy to just play my pieces. I discovered Vanessa Mae and Bond, and
wanted to play what they did. It wasn’t until a little later that [ discovered orchestra music. [t was amazing!
One violin alone sounded beautiful, but when combined with all these other instruments it sounded like it
was from another world. From that moment on, I knew exactly what I wanted to do the rest of my life.

When I joined my orchestra, I thought it wasn’t going to get much more exciting than a lot of rehearsals,
eating, and concerts in big halls. I enjoyed it a lot though, and loved working with different people and the
exposure to so many works of music. There were hard parts, I admit. Rehearsals were long and tiring and ended
late. Sometimes, they were frustrating. A lot of times I had to give up going out with my friends because of
something orchestra related. Concerts were always a great experience but very draining—the next day in school,
I’ d always be half asleep in my classes since I was still very tired. But I felt that it was all worth it. The feeling
I loved most of all was during the performance proper, when everyone was completely focused on playing
together and making beautiful music. The entire orchestra would be, as our conductor says, “sharing the same
heart and the same set of lungs.” I loved this feeling even more than standing for the applause afterwards.

I thought this was all orchestra was about, and I was content. To my surprise, I soon discovered that
the orchestra could actually be a stepping stone for me to reach one of my dreams: to travel as much as I
can, all over the world. This May | was blessed with the opportunity to go to Europe with my string
orchestra, UP Arco. We joined the FIMU - the International University Music Festival - in Belfort, France,
but took the opportunity to pass by nearby cities such as Paris and Geneva, in Switzerland as well. And now
here I am, in Japan. This year alone took me to three new countries, and I am very excited to see where else
being in an orchestra takes me.

I am thrilled to be here in the World Amateur Orchestra Festival. | have made many new friends from all
over the world, and learned a lot from playing with different people. But my favorite thing about this festival so
far is that it hasn’t been all about music;
it has exposed us to many things about
Japanese culture, and so I feel that we all
got more than we asked for. It continues
to amaze me that the appreciation of
music crosses the boundaries of culture.
Truly, music is a universal language.

Once again, on behalf of the
Philippine delegation, it was an honor to
be part of this event, and we are grateful
for being given the opportunity to
participate in this festival. From all of us,

arigatou gozaimasu.
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Emina Ogawa (Japan) .
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Toyohashi Youth Orchestra
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My first contact with an orchestra, specifically the violin,
came when [ was in Junior High School at age 12. I really wanted to
enter the archery club at that time, but they had already too much
candidates and my tutor recommended that I take on violin playing
instead. (Well, both use a bow, of course!)

That was eleven years ago.

Then, besides my club activities at school, I entered the Toyohashi
orchestra where I met a lot of new friends and we played music together Wthh was a great experience.
Professor Morishita suggested that I attend the TYOC (Toyota Youth Orchestra Camp) . He said that it
would be very good for my violin studies and, once again, I made new friends from all over the country. Later
on [ got a chance to take to participate in a concert tour and I took my instrument to the United States.

That was when I first understood what international exchanges mean. I was again able to extend my
international friendships during the Fukuoka World Amateur Orchestra Festival in Fukuoka and again
during the present festival in Shimizu.

Nowadays, I could not imagine life without my violin and without the magic of playing in an orchestra.
But even now [ wonder why I took up the violin? When I think about it and about my haphazard entrance in
the violin club of my school, I suppose that the simplest explanation is that it was my destiny to play the
violin and participate in an orchestra.

I really believe that it is the greatest thing that could happen in my life.
Needless to say that even so I faced a lot of obstacles. An orchestra gathers about 100 people who have a wide
variety of personalities. Furthermore. their skill levels are quite different and every one of them has a unique
character. It means that to play together, we have to unite widely divergent opinions and feelings. In fact, I
can confidently say that an orchestra works like a small society, that is, a village of about a 100 inhabitants.
The internal problems of a symphonic orchestra reflect all the problems of a small community and it that sense
they are a very valuable experience as a citizen. A concert is the ultimate result of good communication,
mutual understanding, objectives sharing and ultimately the pleasure of having achieved something together.

[ have a dream.! That dream is to be able to travel with my instrument all over the world and share with
friends from different countries, races and creeds, the magic of music.

I do not intend to become a professional violinist, not even a professional musician and my dream would
probably be a laughing matter for any professional violinist but spending my life in an amateur orchestra



may very well make my dream come true.

The Shimizu World Orchestra Festival is one step in that direction. We will again meet new friends from
all over the world and share information, opinions and hopes.

We cannot know when our dream will come true, but we keep alive the spirit of our founder Mr.
Morishita. He had a dream and it came true through his vision and relentless efforts. He said “ If you can
have a dream, work on it, and it will come true.”
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Presentation of the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq(Video message)

NPO WFAO B #R T AT

BNATIFat N a—AF —r ANTE1 T DA S CZOA—r ANT DRINL A2 772 Zuhal Mohammed
CRN—=Jb DANTUROENTONWTEHEEN-LET,

FINZDF—Hr AT D EZHST-DIL, 20094E12, Ty Z R _RR—L U EANTLER > TRES W
FAOT7 NI —7 &3O C LT, f8Hi#E @ Paul MacAlindn<iR—/b <=7 TSNS AT0Fa)/ba—
A —r AT DB DBV . Zuhal Mohammed SANA L Z—% b BU CH BZEHLE LW EEa & E L,
ATIEFHZDNTH RO LwE 2 HEELLNRWETLT,

ZOWFAOT VNI —7 23D, WEFAORTZ BEROHR FIuENTFAUL H R TIIZL—Y — LR TN T E
T, ZOEESMBEDOFIIHRERILI 2 NS A2 TESAE—FEICWDERLLET, | HBRERZLELIZE
A, Yy 7aur SAOBRRIZED FOHTEONRBIVEG N /2T HELZ,

ZD#%, WFAOT PTHRIEBLL CT VT DT ~F 2T T A —r AT D3R LB S K% haSh T
WETIIEEGESAID, Paul SANRTELATI DRI X R CTH DHEA—F AT OB RERELLENV)IFEELTZD
KNI —V — L EDNED, ZOEHEICS MU TREREFSN, | EEbN=E5>TT,

REEDT VT 7 2 AT 473U Z Zuhal SAZERFFLELT., WEFAOT U N — 7 S OB I3 SR 203,
RN NAZ 7 CTH DS — 7 ANT ORAINLEFEOENT TR, 71— — T2 EDunbEbivic, 5A7712k>Ti
BT BT, KBRS, RN KREITZEE X IZRII DO AER N, |EE > T EL,

BN IBINLH B AT RED PR 2 Z DI S > TOET,

TR, Z2E Ok« ZRIEPRBHIE RERFD, BRI _oto-tmw TBESNT AT I DEFEMFELINDT
T ATIDFafN-a—RF—FZAATEBU T, HFOATBICEF R TEWVICHEEL B TAIEL., Fx
BEOHIZ, 38, AIERIIC2Y, b EER DX, 4’77A\:r—//JV/EL’C@T%T/T/(T/f%#E IRHHIR
FLEEBITZVDTY, |



W1 3A— T ANTRINL OB B HEDHT-DITEL D FREENTZEITT, TOMERH ST, 7V T 4=
T NRZE DD EL DI NS KB EZ T HIENTEELZ, SFEDSH R, ZDOT VT 4o a3 )v
ERATYRTURBIFDOKIETAKIA, =T 4 T TATI S vati-a—AF—r AT Oar 4 —hRBifEs
NDHZELIRNELTZ, ZOMRT 2 AT 473V ~DBINZ TN AL IR LT A TIA3, £ O Y LA
THEATLRNEHR A CTERIRDELTZ, FOZT 4 NT TR DEIPOELETHARIZINADLIENTEET,
ZOBGE A LINEDOE T A A=V EL TEIE T ELEEN,

F g d=a—ALD Thursday 9 August 2012
ATZITPOTLT L NT — BDF— P>

AT DFvar i a— A A — AN, EBECRIRO R D EEH T
BT, ERERREL -5 72012, 2008 4R ISR LS ELT-, WHiTrT
oI DL =N =721 Tl | BRI BRI VR T 77
FWAEHEBLET, FER XU NN— VT AT H &I TEEL,
WD TORy YT AL TE, TIEBLD 272 TE, Ll 50K
Bt Paul MacAlindin 1%, [HERDA XY RF DA —7r AN LA 54 Ll
THDITNFETIH RO EEWVET,

[AXVADEFMEA—F ARNT X, 2D FIZHBE VAT LOEERHS
DT, NS TR BITE DALV YAV EZITHNDHL ., FRA—
ARG B DA — T ANTE LT Vet — A — AN NHOET,
Hexlx. /970 Fvar-a—A A —rANTOHRT, TIfTbHHYEE
o A IFZELKDOETIVRD EEINADTT, |

Lol RLKUCEL T, thofe BEE - BbH RS B RIZFEIC T, 33—
Ty ROFAETHOIFEBEDORHWEAEFTWER A, 28725, 503K
W CTEI=ZE AVDO RN ERENOHESFLHIZD BRE - TETZ)
5T, |

HHAA, Bx T TR O L ZRET D720 DY — L LT, &
D INZONWTHISTVET, ZOHFICDIED, REAXZT D)V ATl T hE, 7737 HHA~
DIERLT 7B A% 52528128 T M TFALOBLWF 7D NAEEZE X TEELZ, X =T /LR U RA
LDYTANA—RAL LT 48— ARNTE, WO B D RHR U a R o5 FH a2 — DL TOET,

L)L, ZNBEATIDFvat i -a—RAA—r AT OEWE, BHITE VT RFED— AL TERILEN
T2EWHZETT, 2003 4FITEFDETY ZLOHEETNRAT 72T, REOFRPAFHS NI, a3
SNDT T BAPRTEIRNZ EH TR B o T2 HF, AoN—)L « 2L 213 17 B CLTE,

Zuhal IFFWELTZ: [FAHOAT 7 OHNTORANEIL, a2 — VT BT 5720 T, 287eb, 1%&
IEDIa— D INERBITIMF /2D T, K DIa—D % s LI E AR 72 DR B2 DT, 7275

ZIITKRT, B A KRB L2 &I, I T RTRe T2 AT 4V DR a—2 BT S2a—Y vy
Y EFEARLDOIMEBRL, DA AT % A OEANFFS TFHEVI TR ERFFCTHDOTT

BENPREL TNADTH =7 ANT DA —F 4 a1% YouTube /L TITHOITCWET, 9DOENAED 5
G L Te o TV ET, ZL TH—7 AN AN AL, BENZY N—H U WIFFREICE VD LY~ —
A7 —)VICHEELET, LU B RDBGELIZANZBIEEON—RT =N RS 52 L2 FRELEL,

Bashdar Ahmad I35 WVFEL7=, [R2—T v D ANEIZETHRELLW, 780 53 R h a2 kLT, 7
OOHENZE, EIZTHR Y —NERO DT ET, 204 —F ANIROEEZFZBL kL, A
XA FLDEERI-LC, ZOA— 7 ARTIZETHEGHL TOET )

LS R%NATIDF a2 — A A —r AN AN VAR, 2T m AR 2 =R ET, =
DR G  JIAT— v R TCart— M LET, WOOEEAS~DORITIZT VT 4y 2 ATV VAT NS
VREUF B EEIHE L TOET,

ZZIZWBL B R 2= v v bl SO EICOWTORFELEZ TN EEATHET, PO
SERIVRTTRIZAN A THHZEE BTV O T,




National Youth Orchestra of Iraq

I will briefly speak about the Iraq Youth Orchestra that was founded by Miss Zuhal Mohammed when
she was barely 17 years old. The first time [ heard about that orchestra was in 2009 during the WFAO
meeting organized by Alex Van Beveren in Antwerp (Belgium) On the invitation of Mr. Paul Mac Alindin,
Miss Zuhal Mohammed recruited prospective members through the Internet.

Only to think that the Iraq war had just ended, to be able to set up a youth orchestra in Bagdad at that
time is nothing short of a miracle.

The Antwerp meeting was the last for Motoyasu Morishita, the WFAO founder and he said on that
occasion: “When I spoke, in Japan, about a World Amateur Orchestra Foundation” everyone thought that
I was crazy but when I now see all those who are attending this meeting in Antwerp I know that [ was not
wrong and that many share my ideals. Furthermore, what Eric Colon(who is translating my words, is saying
I do not understand and I can only trust him. Everyone laughed. I clearly remember that moment.

Later on, WFAO started focusing on the development of Amateur Orchestras in Asia and benefitted from
the efforts of our friend Mr. Joe Yamaji. When Paul Mac Alindin said that he would supervise and coach the
Iraq National Youth Orchestra everyone again though that he had lost his mind.

We invited Zuhal Mohammed to the First Asian Amateur Orchestra Festival in Fukuoka and she
attended that event. Again, when I invited her as representative of the Iraq National Youth Orchestra to
attend the Fukuoka meeting everyone around me thought that is was a crazy idea. But at this time Iraq
needs first of all water and food.

She expressed her thoughts in the following words:

' T want to unite voung Iraais from all over the countrv. who come from different ethnic and
religious backerounds and who have been senarated from one another bv the conflict. Through
the National Youth Orchestra of Traa. T want to encourace our voune neonle to establish a
dialogue with one another in music. to realize that we have it within ourselves to be strong and
creative and, most importantly, to celebrate our identity as Iraqi musicians together.'

She also wrote countless letters to get financial support for her project. The result was the interest and
support of the British Counsel and numerous other private patrons. This very August the National Iraq
Youth Orchestra will perform in Edinburg under the patronage of the British Counsel and the government of
Scotland. The preparations and rehearsals for that important event are the reason why she cannot be with
us today despite her intense desire to participate. The Edinburg concert is being recorded and filmed and
we will be able to see it. Please look at this video message from her.

NPO WFAO Director Kikuko Morishita

channel 4 news Thursday 9 August 2012
From Iraq to Edinburgh - the orchestra of dreams

The National Youth Orchestra of Irag was set up in 2008 to
bring about peace and reconciliation between young people from the
country’ s different religious and ethnic groups. Together, they play
music from the classical repertoire as well as contemporary
commissions and traditional Kurdish and Arab music. I went along to
hear the orchestra in rehearsal yesterday. For their first tutti, they
sounded great. But their music director Paul MacAlindin insists that

it would be unfair to compare them to a conventional British youth

orchestra.
“For a start, a youth orchestra here has the foundation of an education system underneath it so that
the kids get decent lessons and they have school orchestras, county orchestras and then the national youth



orchestras . We’re the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq and there’ s nothing underneath. So we’re at the
top of a pyramid of air.

“In terms of the motivation however, all of my tutors and I agree that we cannot find students in Europe
who are as highly motivated as these young people because of what they’ ve been through and the way they
use music to really protect their souls from the violence and chaos around them.”

Of course, we already know about the power of music as a tool to promote social change. Over the last few
decades, the El Sistema programme in Venezuela has transformed the lives of thousands of poor children by
giving them free access to classical music. And Daniel Barenboim’s West—-Eastern Divan Orchestra has
brought together young people from different religions and cultures in the Middle East.

But the difference between these and the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq is that the latter was set up by
one of the young musicians themselves. Zuhal Sultan was 17 when she took action to fight against the lack
of access to musical instruments and tuition following the war which started in 2003, when many teachers
left Iraq and schools around the country shut down.

Zuhal told me: “Our performances outside Iraq are mainly for the musicians to develop because most of
these musicians are actually self-taught so they’ ve not experienced what it feels like to be a real musician.
So when they come here and experience a different culture, see for instance Edinburgh and the shows over
the festival, they get to experience what it feels like to be a musician, and they have hopes for themselves of
taking that image back to their country.” Because money is scarce, auditions for the orchestra are
conducted via YouTube. As word spreads, competition is getting tougher. And those who make it into the
orchestra face a tough summer school of rehearsals by day and tuition at night. But those I spoke to
yesterday insisted that so far the hard work has all been worth it.

“Wow,” said Bashdar Ahmad, “The musician’s life is so beautiful because they’ re travelling the world,
they meet the professional teachers, they can travel around to play concerts everywhere. But this orchestra
has made my dreams happen, I’ m now fulfilling my dreams and I’m so grateful to this orchestra.”

Later this month, the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq will be joined by guest soloist Julian
Lloyd-Webber - and play concerts in Edinburgh, Glasgow and London. Their trip to the UK has been
co—funded by the British Council and the Scottish government.

While they are here, the young musicians are hping to change perceptions about their country - and show
that they’re a people finally emerging from the shadows of war.
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Presentation of the Venezuelan Youth Orchestra activities
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Greeting

H. I. H. Princess Takamado

H. E. Seichi Kondo. Commissioner for Cultural Affairs of Japan

Young members of the beautiful future

Ladies and gentlemen

Good morning!

“Dreams exist in order to make them a reality.”

It is a pleasure and honor to attend this World Young Amateur Orchestra forum on the occasion of the
World Amateur Orchestra Festival in Shizuoka.

37 years ago in Venezuela, Maestro Abreu started a visionary music education program of social
inclusion called “El Sistema.” He said to his first students: with these instruments you will change the world.
Now, based on the great success of El Sistema, more than 25 countries have adopted this model. And we are
proud to announce that Japan has just started in April its first center in Soma city, Fukushima, one of the
affected areas after the disaster of last year.

During the 2010 Ted Prize Award, Maestro Abreu said: “In its essence, the orchestra and the choir are
much more than artistic structures. They are examples and schools of social life, because to sing and to play



together means to intimately coexist toward perfection and excellence, following a strict discipline of
organization and coordination in order to seek the harmonic interdependence of voices and instruments.
That’ s how they build a spirit of solidarity and fraternity among them, develop their self-esteem and foster the
ethical and aesthetical values related to the music in all its senses. This is why music is immensely important in
the awakening of sensibility, in the forging of values and in the training of youngsters to teach other kids.”
This is why we all need to support the activities of the World Young Amateur Orchestras!

Eight Young musicians from Venezuela, members of El Sistema, have been kindly invited to Japan by
Peace Boat for an exchange activity with the youth orchestra of Fukushima and they are present at this
forum today. They will delight us with Venezuelan and Latin American rhythms.

Please enjoy the performance!

Thank you!

H. E. Mr. Seiko Ishikawa
Ambassador of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
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About the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela’ s Youth Orchestra (“El Sistema”)

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is one of the great Oil-exporting countries in the world. Despite this
great differences in wealth distribution remained which brought about a high-rate of juvenile delinquency.

Doctor Jose Antonio Abreu, a musician and economist, undertook the challenge of solving those
problems through the practice of orchestral music. He started a youth orchestra in which participation was
free of charge and accessible to all. He envisioned uniting social action with classical musical practice. That
project started in 1975.

As more and more youth participated in his project the social benefits became evident. Participating
youths were becoming model citizens through their relentless daily rehearsals and performances. Their
dreams were becoming reality. As progress was made the project started all over the country and now, after
thirty years, it has more than 300.000 members.

Not only is membership high but artistic quality has brought international fame. The prodigious young
conductor Gustavo Dudamel became since 2008 a world—class figure and the maximum representative of “El
Sistema”.

We are fortunate to welcome 8 members of El Sistema who came to Japan to participate in the Fukushima
assistance project.

They arrived in Yokohama, two days ago, aboard the Peace Boat that as just completed his annual world
tour. They performed on Fukushima Television in the Junior Orchestra on the boat and in that way
contributed to international exchanges and friendship making. Their names are as follows:

< Program > < Player >

- VENEZUELA VALS Jhoan Ramos (Corno/30)

- EL FRUTERO MERENGUE  Gabriel Alvarez (Trompeta/12)

- ESTAMPAS CRIOLLAS————— JOROPO Ariyuri Coromoto Caraballo de Mayora

* DAMA ANTANONA-———=————-—— VALS (Violin-Direccion/33)

Jests Andrés Guzman Fajardo (Violin/16)

Leebsay Yasbeel Villamizar Pefia (Viola/21)
Mariana Gabriela Gémez Reyes (Chelo/19)
Royer José Jiménez Escobar (Percusién/12)
Wilson Isaac Pérez Baritto (Contrabajo/14)
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About the Second Asian Orchestra Festival (Korea)

The 2nd Asian Orchestra Festival Plan

ZEShEd My, Lee Joonbin
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Where : BEZ®R ™ Andong-si
When : 26(Fri)-28(Sun),July,2013.

Wa love orchestral music and.overcomina manv obstades.

Nice to meet freinds.

I am Lee Joonbin in Gimpo Youth Orchestra.

I would like to announce them this 2" Asian Orchestra
Festival will be held in Andon, Korea from 26% to
28™"(Friday to Sunday) July,2013.

I want to meet you next year in Andon,which is a famous
with traditional masks and an ancient Korean town.

See you next year.

TUT OERE HEROEKEIAICHIT

LT, BT DES—TANT DA V2 B TT,

SR 7 A 26 B 28 B O, #EEOLE T 2 [ 7Y
T A= ANT T 2 AT 4 VB BESN AT L E S AT B D
BV -LET,

LR, B E DS RIFESIVTOD I WETIE LD H D5
HALTHETT,

FAFRIFEOZOLZH T THBEWLELL,



HWREMEF = AT 7 +—F 5 2012 H[FEES

World Youth Orchestra Forum2012 Joint Declaration
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1. Participants from 18 countries gathered at the World Amateur Orchestra Festival in
Shizuoka from August 17 to 19, 2012, and at this gathering they held the World Youth
Orchestra Forum.

2. Participants shared their thoughts on how to promote orchestral playing, and they made
a commitment to dedicate their efforts to further youth orchestra playing.

3. Participants declared to deepen friendship through orchestral playing among young

people from around the globe, and that the harmony created through music will nurture
this dream.
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